University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

9-2-1980

Grizzly football program adds two grad assistants
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Grizzly football program adds two grad
assistants" (1980). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31452.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31452

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

guffey/stc
9-2-80
state, h.t., s.i.d.

GRIZZLY FOOTBALL PROGRAM
ADDS TWO GRAD ASSISTANTS

MISSOULA-Joe Yeager and Dale McNally have joined the Grizzly football program as
graduate assistants, announced University of Montana head coach Larry Donovan.
Yeager, from Poulsbo, Wash., played for Grizzly coach Lynn Rosenbach at Olympic
College before moving on to play at the University of Puget Sound.

He played

at Olympic the season they won the Northwest Community College Western Division
championship.
At UPS Yeager played fullback.
coaching in the high school ranks.

The 25-year-old has two years of football
He will assist Bob Lowry with the offensive

line at UM.
He is single.
McNally, employed locally by a real estate firm, is from Florence. A
Vietnam vet, he is a 1973 graduate of Cal-Berkeley in health, physical education.
He will assist Grizzly coach Rick Johnson with the secondary.
The 34-year-old McNally is married and has one child.

###

GRIZZLY FOOTBALL--add one
Six of Montana's 11 returning starters are on defense, and the "Copper Stoppers"
dre anchored by two-time All-Big Sky Conference player Kent Clausen (6-4, 235) at
middle linebacker.

Clausen, nicknamed "The Claw" had 110 tackles in just seven

games last year, including 21 in a win over Idaho State a year ago.

He is just

as impressive academically, maintaining a 3.71 grade-point average (on a 4.0 scale)
in business.

Clausen has received a perfect 4.0 GPA the past two quarters.

He is

an All-American candidate both athletically and academically*
There are several other honors candidates on defense.

On the defensive front,

or "tackle-noseguard-tackle" as it is called by the UM staff, are returning starters
Bret Barrick (6-3%, 247), Arnie Rigoni (6-%, 222) and Pat Curry (6-5%, 241).

Barrick

is getting a hard look by the pro scouts, Rigoni is called the "best noseguard in
the Big Sky" by Donovan, and Curry is only a junior.
In the secondary, where every starter but one graduated, strong safety Jay Becker
returns.

The 5-10%, 178-pounder is a three-year letterman.

a mission to get to the ball," Donovan said.

"Jay has on every snap

"His bullet-like approach to tackling

is a catalyst to the total defense."
Also counted on defensively are lettennen Randy Laird (6-2, 190), Reed Madison
(6-1, 188), John Kovacich (6-0, 182) and Terry Thomas (5-8, 163).

All four players

saw a lot of playing time last season.
Newcomers Tony Fudge (6-2, 195), Gary Lowry (6-2, 190), Mickey Sutton (5-8, 170)
and Paul Silovsky (6-2%, 195) are also all vying for berths in the secondary.
In the linebacking core, three-year lettermen Clausen, Jim Hogan (6-0, 215)
and Dave Gleason (6-2, 215) will be counted on.

Lettennen Curt McElroy (5-11%, 215)

and Scott Gratton (6-0, 205), and newcomers Dennis Bowman (6-1, 200), Dave Kline (6-1,205)
and Andre Stephens (6-3, 198) give good depth to this position.
Offensively, last year's leading Grizzly rusher and scorer, 6-2%, 215-pound
tailback Rocky Klever, is back for his final campaign.

Klever, a triple threat at TB,

rushed for 679 yards last year, scored nine TDs and passed for another.
-more-

"Rocky is a throwback to Paul Hornung," Donovan said.
when he has the football.

"He's a triple threat

He can run with it, throw it and kick it."

There are three returning offensive lineman back, including Pat Norwood (6-2-2, 230)
and Brian McHugh (6-4, 234) at tackles and guard Carlton Lamb (5-10, 238).

Injury-

redshirt Basil Jones (6-2, 215) was a starter at guard the past two seasons.
At center Tom Perez (6-1^, 229) and Brian Caraway (6-3, 220) are in a head-tohead battle for a starting berth.

At tight end sophomore letterman John Hinson

(6-2V2, 214) has the inside track.
Quarterback is proving to be one of the best positions depth-wise for the
Grizzlies.

Bart Andrus (6-2, 190) has earned the starting job with his performance

in spring ball.

Several freshmen are vying for the No. 2 slot.

"We were worried about our depth at quarterback," Donovan said.

"But now

we feel like we have several players who can be of Big Sky Conference caliber."
Joining Klever and Andrus in the offensive backfield will be senior letterman
Wayne Harper (6-1, 219) or junior college transfer Mike Hagen (6-0, 215).

Junior

Bobby Cerkovnik (5-9, 182) will be Klever's backup at TB.
At wide receiver vets Bill Lane, 5-10, 170, and Mark Murray, 5-9, 170, have
both looked good in the first week of fall camp.

Newcomers David Glenn (6-4, 200)

and Mike Alex (6-1, 195) will be hard to keep out of the lineup.
After the opener with Simon Fraser, UM will travel to play pass-minded Portland
State, and then return home for the Grizzlies' conference opener with the University
of Idaho Sept. 27.

Kickoff for all home games is 1:30 p.m., except for the Homecoming

contest with Eastern Washington Oct. 25.

###

That game starts at 2 p.m.

